
Saya OKUBO Solo Exhibition "They"
Duration : 6/3 (Wed.) - 28 (Sun.), 2020 
*There is no opening reception for this exhibition.
*We are open on Wed to Sat. 12-7pm and Sun. 12-5pm 
*Closed on Mon., Tue. and National Holidays
Venue: WAITINGROOM (1F-2-14-2 Suido, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112-0005, JAPAN)

Tokyo, Japan - WAITINGROOM is pleased to announce Saya Okubo "They", her second solo exhibition at this gallery in two years. 
Okubo describes her work as "the act of exploring the existence and existence of things and people in two-dimensional space," and 
creates paintings that coexist with two separate elements: symbolic images expressed as outlines, and phenomelal swells of images with 
a sense of materiality. The motifs represented by the contour lines are based on Okubo's daily drawings of various parts of the human 
body and the various poses that humans perform on a daily basis. In this exhibition, the artist will present approximately 15 new 
paintings, including a new series called "They," which combines multiple human parts and poses in one image, painted on corrugated 
plastic sheets.
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About the artist
Born in 1992 in Fukuoka, currently lives and works in Kyoto. Graduated from Kyoto University of Art and Design with the Master’s 
degree in 2017. Her recent exhibitions include a group exhibition "Island with ONI" (2019, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo), a solo exhibition "a 
doubtful reply" (2018, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo), a group exhibition “Art Students Exhibition 2017” (2017, SEZON ART GALLERY, 
Tokyo), group exhibition “movement 2016 - 1st movement -“ (2016, ARTZONE, Kyoto), group exhibition “HERE I AM KUAD×TUNA 
Exchange Exhibition” (2015, Na paid Art Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan). Although she is a very young and flesh talent born in 1992 who has 
not had many exhibitions yet, her work attracted a lot of attention when she won the Masami Shiraishi Award at the 4th CAF Award 
Winning Exhibition (Daikanyama Hillside Forum, Tokyo), a group exhibition she participated in the fall of 2017.

They, 2020, oil and acrylic on corrugated plastics sheeting, 1820 × 1500 mm Pointing (repeat), 2020, oil and acrylic on canvas panel, 803 × 652 mm



Artist Statement
“theytheythey
Can you recognize one from them?
theytheythey
How much is me and how much is you?
theytheythey
Is this my decision or someone else’s?
theytheythey
Overlapping Contours　Linked Actions
theytheythey
My outline expands and transforms

The new series of works focuses on the boundary between oneself and others in people’s images and senses, as seen in the increasing 
use of the singular form “they” in English-speaking countries. Using corrugated plastic sheeting as a surface of the painting, the artist 
depicts a motif of multiple people overlapping each other in an unstable picture plane that seems to be constantly shaking and vibrating. 
In addition, works featuring the act of “pointing”, which has appeared in paintings since ancient times as a sign of revelation, will also be 
exhibited, creating an exhibition space where visitors can be loosely guided by unspoken instructions.”

Saya Okubo

This exhibition is filled with new challenges, including the development of works on a new material, corrugated plastic sheeting, which 
Okubo had been planning for some time, and the development of circular canvas panels. Please look forward to the new series and 
new developments that will unfold while continuing the previous works.

They (Venus), 2019, oil and acrylic on canvas panel, 1167 × 910 mmThey (Lovers), 2019, oil and acrylic on canvas panel, 910 × 727 mm
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Saya OKUBO
　　
1992 Born in Fukuoka, Japan  
Currently lives and works in Kyoto

EDUCATION

2017 Kyoto University of Art and Design, Master’s degree, Oil Painting  
2015 Kyoto University of Art and Design, Bachelor’s degree, Oil Painting

SOLO EXHIBITION

2018
a doubtful reply – WAITINGROOM（Tokyo）

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2019  
Island with ONI, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo

2017  
NEWSPACE, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo  
The 4th CAF Award - Winning Award Exhibition, Daikanyama Hillside Forum, Tokyo  
Art Students Exhibition2017, SEZON ART GALLERY, Tokyo  
Kyoto University of Art and Design Master’s degree show, Galerie Aube, Kyoto

2016  
movement 2016{1st movement}, ARTZONE, Kyoto  
SPERT2016, Galerie Aube, Kyoto

2015  
HERE I AM KUAD×TUNA Exchange Exhibition, Na pai Art Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan  
HOP2015, Galerie Aube, Kyoto  
Kyoto University of Art and Design Bachelor’s degree Show, Kyoto University of Art and Design, Kyoto

AWARDS

2017 The 4th CAF Award, Masami Shiraishi Award

ARTICLES

"The beggining of the art collector", AERA STYLE MAGAZINE, vol.42, 2019 SPRING issue, Asahi Shinbun Publications
“All data of the artists whose all works were sold out”, Art Collectors, No.120, Mar. 2019, Seikatsu no Tomo Sha
“Interest for art of global executives”, GOETHE, Jan. 2019, Gentosha
Ichiro Fukano, ”Artists of same generation are rivals. What is the party viewpoint of "outgoing" art collector, Junya Komatsu”, Muuseo 
Square, Nov. 2018, https://muuseo.com/square/articles/942

Artists Website
https://sayaokubo.com

*Inquiry about the exhibition and artist 

WAITINGROOM (Owner & Director: Tomoko Ashikawa) 
Address: 1F-2-14-2 Suido, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112-0005 
Hours: Wed. to Sat. 12-7pm Sun. 12-5pm 
*Closed on Mon. Tue. and National Holidays 
Tel : +81-3-6304–1010　email: info@waitingroom.jp 
Website : http://waitingroom.jp

"a doubtful reply" 2018, Installation view, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo
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