PRESS RELEASE 2026.8.13

Episode Seoul: Chapter 1 — Initials BB
Episode 1 : Rikako Kawauchi “In Drawing

Dates : August 31 (Mon.) — October 17 (Sat.), 2026

Opening Reception: August 31 (Mon.) 6:00-7:30pm

Opening Hours: 11:00am-6:00pm

Closed: Sundays and Mondays

Venue: Episode Seoul (4th Floor, 6 Dongho-ro 30-gil, Jung-gu, Seoul, Korea)
Organized by WAITINGROOM

WAITINGROOM is pleased to announce “In Drawing,” a solo exhibition by Rikako Kawauchi, at Episode Seoul, a new project space in
Seoul. Episode Seoul is a new art project established with the aim of connecting Seoul’s art scene with the international art community.
While centered around exhibitions, the project is conceived as a platform for creating layered encounters and dialogues for art
professionals from Korea and abroad, combining exhibitions with experiences unique to Seoul, such as artist studio visits, exchanges
with collectors, and visits to restaurants, architectural sites, and cultural spaces.

In line with this vision for Episode Seoul, WAITINGROOM will organize the first year-long program for Episode Seoul, “Episode Seoul:
Chapter 1 — Initials BB” Composed of seven episodes, “Initials BB” is a year-long program in which Tokyo-based galleries and gallerists
introduce female artists, shaping each exhibition through their own perspectives, relationships, and practices. While each exhibition will
stand independently as a solo presentation, together they will form a loose yet continuous narrative, aiming to foster ongoing
relationships among artists, galleries, collectors, and audiences. The program will begin with Rikako Kawauchi’s solo exhibition organized
by WAITINGROOM, followed by presentations by other galleries including KAYOKOYUKI, MISAKO & ROSEN, HAGIWARA PROJECTS,
Satoko Oe Contemporary, and ANOMALY with additional galleries to be announced. By introducing artists through each gallery’s unique
perspective and relationship with them, the program seeks to create new dialogues and exchanges within the context of Seoul.

in my arms, 2023
watercolor and pencil on paper, 1100 x 840 mm
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As the opening exhibition of Chapter 1, “In Drawing” focuses on drawings, which hold an important place within Rikako Kawauchi’s
practice. Working across a wide range of media, including painting, drawing, wire, neon, marble, and embroidery, Kawauchi has
explored themes such as the body, internal organs, food, desire, and the cycles of life. Among these, drawing is a particularly direct
space for the artist, where thoughts and sensations arise most immediately. Through line, Kawauchi delicately gives form to the
contours of the body, as well as to sensations related to touching, eating, and living.

In this exhibition, Kawauchi’s drawings are presented through three loosely defined zones centered on the motifs of the body, hands,
and food. Lines that evoke the body often appear as contours, yet they do not settle into any fixed figure or form; rather, they seem to
drift between inside and outside. Hands appear as traces of actions such as touching, grasping, supporting, and holding, suggesting
points of contact between the body and the world. Meanwhile, food motifs such as fruits, bread, and cakes, though familiar and intimate,
emerge in Kawauchi’s work as presences that evoke desire, memory, nourishment, transformation, and the cycles of life.

Left: It will blossom from now on, 2024, watercolor and pencil on paper, 255 x 360 mm
Center: nap, 2025, watercolor and pencil on paper, 318 x 410 mm
Right: Cardamom Danish Roll, 2026, watercolor and pencil on paper, 227 x 159 mm

In Kawauchi’s drawings, lines are not used to clearly explain something, but rather to touch upon sensations held within the body and
thoughts that have not yet taken shape as words. The fine lines drawn across the paper, together with the bleeding and colors of
watercolor, appear at times like parts of the body, fruits, faces, organs, or emotions, while constantly shifting into something else. Within
these works, seeing, touching, eating, and thinking overlap with one another, and the act of drawing itself emerges as a space that
reconnects the body with the world.

The title “In Drawing” suggests a perspective that understands drawing not simply as a completed image, but as a process of entering
into lines, where bodies and sensations come into being. Through the power of drawing that lies at the foundation of Rikako Kawauchi’s
practice, this exhibition marks the beginning of Episode Seoul’s first program, “Chapter 1 — Initials BB”

About the artist, Rikako Kawauchi

Born in Tokyo in 1990, Rikako Kawauchi completed her MFA in Oil Painting at the Graduate School of Art and Design, Tama Art
University in 2017, and is currently based in Tokyo. Her recent exhibitions include the solo exhibition “The Blade of the Forest
Within” (2026, Gana Art Hannam / Gana Art Namsan, Seoul, Korea); the two-person exhibition “THE HEAD” (2026, Edward Dwurnik
Foundation, Warsaw, Poland); the group exhibition “DONATED WITH LOVE” (2026, ALBERTINA KLOSTERNEUBURG, Vienna, Austria);
the solo exhibition “The Shape of Water Hardens into Stone.” (2025, Kurobe City Art Museum, Toyama, Japan); the group exhibition
“Hirosaki Museum of Contemporary Art 5th Anniversary Exhibition: New Utopia — What Is Our New Ecosystem?” (2025, Hirosaki
Museum of Contemporary Art, Aomori, Japan); the solo exhibition “Paintings & Drawings - Food, Animals, Organs, Plants, Bodies, etc,
everything outside me is everywhere in the air, | breathe them in, | breathe them out.” (2024, Van der Grinten Galerie, Cologne,
Germany); the group exhibition “A Personal View of Japanese Contemporary Art: Takahashi Ryutaro Collection” (2024, Museum of
Contemporary Art Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan); the solo exhibition “Even the pigments in paints were once stones” (2023, WAITINGROOM,
Tokyo, Japan); “The Voice of the Soul” (2023, ERA GALLERY, Milan, Italy); the group exhibition “Body, Love, Gender” (Gana Art Center,
Seoul, Korea); and the group exhibition “Arts Maebashi 10th Anniversary Exhibition — New Horizon: From History to the Future” (2023,
Arts Maebashi, Gunma, Japan). She also received the Kenjiro Hosaka Prize at the 1st CAF Award (2014), the SHISEIDO ART EGG Prize
at SHISEIDO ART EGG (2015), the Yuki Terase Prize at the TERRADA ART AWARD 2021, and the Grand Prize (VOCA Prize) at VOCA
2022: The Vision of Contemporary Art—New Perspectives in Painting (2022).

1 <NEXT PAGE > Artist Biography



PRESS RELEASE 2026.8.13

Rikako KAWAUCHI

1990 Born in Tokyo, Japan

2015 Tama Art University, Bachelor’s degree, Oil Painting
2017 Tama Art University, Master’s degree, Oil Painting
Currently lives and works in Tokyo.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

e Solo Exhibition “The Blade of the Forest Within”
2026 The Blade of the Forest Within, Gana Art Hannam / Gana Art Namsan, Seoul, Korea 2026, Gana Art Hannam, Seoul, Korea

Drift of Water, CAPSULE, Tokyo, Japan
2025 Humans and Tigers, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo, Japan
Jump Over, anonymous bldg., Tokyo, Japan
The shape of water hardens into stone., Kurobe City Art Museum, Toyama, Japan
INNER VECTOR: 11, 72, 2154, Beyond Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan
Please Don'’t Disturb, CADAN YURAKUCHO, Tokyo, Japan
2024 Softest chain, Kamakura Gallery, Kanagawa Japan
Paintings & Drawings - Food, animals, organs, plants, bodies, etc, everything outside me is everywhere in the air.
| breathe them in, | breathe them out., Van der Grinten Galerie, Cologne, Germany
Under the sun, agnés b. galerie boutique, Tokyo, Japan
2023 Even the pigments in paints were once stones, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo, Japan
The Voice of the Soul, ERA GALLERY, Milan, ltaly
human closely, Lurf Museum, Tokyo, Japan
line & colors, N&A Art SITE, Tokyo, Japan
2022 Make yourself at home, Nihombashi Mitsukoshi Honten,
MITSUKOSHI CONTEMPORARY GALLERY, Tokyo, Japan
Colours in summer, GINZA TSUTAYA BOOKS, GINZA ATRIUM, Tokyo, Japan
Lines, Van der Grinten Galerie, Cologne, Germany
2021 Empty Volumes, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo, Japan
afterimage aftermyth, Roppongi Hills A/D Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
2020 drawings, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo, Japan
drawings, OIL by Bijutsu Techo, Tokyo, Japan
Myth & Body, Nihombashi Mitsukoshi, Mitsukoshi Contemporary Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
2018 human wears human / bloom wears bloom, Kamakura Gallery, Kanagawa, Japan
Tiger Tiger, burning bright, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo, Japan
2017 Something held and brushed, Tokyo Myoan Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
NEWoMan ART wall Vol.7 “Easy Chic Pastels”, NEWoMan ART wall, JR Shinjuku Station, Tokyo, Japan
2016 Back is confidential space. Behind=Elevator, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo, Japan
2015 Collector and Artist vol. 1, T-Art Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
shiseido art egg 9: Rikako Kawauchi, Shiseido Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

Solo Exhibition “The Shape of Water Hardens into Stone.”
2025, Kurobe City Art Museum, Toyama, Japan

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2026 Moon, Stars and ...: When Art Links Time, People and Things, Chiba City Museum of Art, Chiba, Japan
Ryutaro Takahashi Collection Collaboration Project: Ryushi Kawabata Plus One (Part I) Rikako Kawauchi: LOVE, Wild Grape,
Tiger, heart, Ryushi Memorial Museum, Tokyo, Japan
Kurobi Local Art Exhibition: 'Yukari' What does that mean?, Kurobe City Art Museum, Toyama, Japan
DONATED WITH LOVE, ALBERTINA KLOSTERNEUBURG, Vienna, Austria
Rikako Kawauchi x Edward Dwurnik, THE HEAD, Edward Dwurnik Foundation, Warsaw, Poland

2025 Plastic Love, Galerie Marguo, Paris, France
Arts Maebashi Recent Acquisitions / Collection+ Women Artists, Each Her Own World, Arts Maebashi, Gunma, Japan
5th Anniversary Exhibition Plastic Utopia: Our New Ecosystem, Hirosaki Museum of Contemporary Art, Aomori, Japan
Freedom!: Towards A World Filled with Diverse Happiness and Hope, Dai-chi Life Lobby, Tokyo, Japan
A Glimpse of the S.F Collection vol. 2, N&A Art SITE, Tokyo, Japan
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SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS (continued.)

2024 A Personal View of Japanese Contemporary Art: Takahashi Ryutaro Collection, Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan
Nurturing Nodes in the Nook of an Odd Sock, ART GALLERY MIYAUCHI, Hiroshima
collection #08, rin art association, Gunma
Fellow Travelers of the Canvas—A Perspective on Contemporary Art of Japan from the Takahashi Ryutaro Collection,
Yamagata Museum of Art, Yamagata
From the museum collection 2023: fourth period, Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art, Aichi, Japan
2023 Body, Love, Gender, Gana Art Center, Seoul, Korea
WORLDS IN BALANCE: ART IN JAPAN FROM THE POSTWAR TO THE PRESENT, Okura Museum of Art, Tokyo, Japan
Arts Maebashi 10t Anniversary Exhibition “New Horizon— From History to the Future”, Arts Maebashi, Gunma, Japan
TRANSFORMATIONS: MATERIAL AND DISSOLUTION, Van der Grinten Galerie, Germany
Paper Whispers, Schénfeld Gallery, Brussels, Belgiun
Good Morning Japan, Nassima Landau Art Foundation, Tel Aviv, Israel
VOCA 30 YEARS STORY / KOBE, Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art Branch Haradanomori Gallery, Hyogo, Japan
From the museum collection 2022: third period, Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art, Aichi, Japan
2022 OKETA COLLECTION: YES YOU CAN, WHAT MUSEUM, Tokyo, Japan
OKETA COLLECTION: THE SIRIUS, Spiral Garden, Tokyo, Japan
VOCA 2022, The Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo, Japan
2021 TERRADAART AWARD 2021 Finalists Exhibition, Warehouse TERRADA G3-6F, Tokyo, Japan
Abstraction by CADAN, Isetan Shinjuku Store Main Building 6F art gallery, Tokyo, Japan
2020 -Inside the Collector’s Vault, vol.1-, WHAT MUSEUM, Tokyo, Japan
10TH, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo, Japan
Input / Output, GINZA TSUTAYA BOOKS GINZA ATRIUM, Tokyo, Japan
Blossoming of individuality Post-Isaku generation, people who left the Bunka Gakuin from Showa to Heisei,
Musee Le Vent, Karuizawa, Nagano, Japan
2019 Photo, 3F/3kai, Tokyo, Japan
drawings, Gallery Koyanagi, Tokyo, Japan
2018 Museum of Together - Circus, Shibuya Hikarie 8/COURT, Tokyo, Japan
2017 NEWSPACE, WAITINGROOM, Tokyo, Japan
Museum of Together, Spiral Garden, Tokyo, Japan
2016 Stereotypical, Gallery PARC, Kyoto, Japan
2015 Dead Henge / Aesthetic, HIGURE 17-15 cas, Tokyo, Japan
2014 The 1st CAF Award - Winning Award Exhibition,
TABLOID GALLERY, Tokyo, Japan

AWARDS

2022 VOCA AWARD 2022
2021 TERRADA ART AWARD Finalist, Yuki Terase Award
2015 shiseido art egg AWARD
2014 The 1st CAF Award, Kenjiro Hosaka Award
Monex, Inc. ART IN THE OFFICE 2014

Group Exhibition “5th Anniversary Exhibition Plastic Utopia: Our New Ecosystem”
(2025, Hirosaki Museum of Contemporary Art, Aomori) installation view

PUBLIC COLLECTION Photo by Keizo Kioku
Stadel Museum, Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Kurobe City Art Museum, Toyama *Inquiry about the exhibition and artist

21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, Ishikawa

ALBERTINA Museum, Vienna, Austria WAITINGROOM

Hirosaki Museum of Contemporary Art, Aomori (Owner & Director: Tomoko Ashikawa)

Arts Maebashi, Gunma Address: 1F-2-14-2 Suido, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112-0005
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation, Tokyo Hours: Wed. to Sat. 12-7pm Sun.12-5pm

Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art, Aichi *Closed on Mon. Tue. and National Holidays

Dai-ichi Life Insurance Company, Tokyo ARTIST WEBSITE Tel : +81-3-6304—1010 email: info@waitingroom.jp
Takahashi Ryutaro Collection, Tokyo

https://rikakokawauchi.com Website : http://waitingroom.jp
Monex, Inc., Tokyo




